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5.0 Conservation and Open Space
5.1

Purpose

The Conservation and Open Space chapter defines and establishes goals, policies, and programs
toward preserving and effectively managing natural resources in Port Hueneme. The chapter covers
issues relating to Port Hueneme’s parks and recreation, bicycle and non-motorized paths, biological
resources, coastal resources, energy and mineral resources, water resources, archaeological and
historical resources, and tribal cultural resources.

5.3

Parks and Recreation Resources

The Port Hueneme Recreation and Community Services Division is responsible for a variety of
recreational events and classes. The vision of the Division is to create community through people,
parks, and programs (Port Hueneme n.d. Recreation and Community Services). The mission of the
Department is to:
1. Foster human development
2. Increase cultural unity
3. Strengthen community image and a sense of place
4. Support economic development
5. Strengthen safety and security
6. Promote health and wellness
7. Protect environmental resources
8. Facilitate community problem solving
9. Provide recreational experience
The Recreation Division provides a variety of community functions, including oversight of classes,
cultural arts, Junior Lifeguard program, Lifeguard services, senior services, special events, and
sports. The Division is also responsible for concessions and park facilities.
The City of Port Hueneme manages seven parks for the enjoyment of residents and visitors (Port
Hueneme n.d.City Parks). These parks and their amenities are listed below and displayed in
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Figure 5-1.
▪
▪

▪

▪
▪

▪

▪

Bolker Park – a four-acre neighborhood park containing children’s play equipment, picnic tables,
and an open grass area.
Richard Bard Bubbling Springs Park – a 21-acre community park serving both as a passive
neighborhood park and home to Port Hueneme Little League. Facilities include children’s play
equipment, picnic sites, barbecue pits, public restrooms, three hardball fields, one t-ball field,
concession building, and large open grass areas.
Bubbling Springs Recreational Corridor – a drainage control channel that includes landscaping
and seven acres of pathway system. The Bubbling Springs Recreation Corridor connects
Bubbling Springs Park to Hueneme Beach Park.
Dewar Park – a mini park (less than one-acre) consisting of a landscaped seating area with a
small plaza.
Hueneme Beach Bark – a 50-acre park providing organized activities and special events, such as
the Hueneme Beach Festival, seasonal Lifeguard service, and City sponsored Junior Lifeguard
program. Facilities include barbecue pits, flag plaza, Alaska Airlines Flight 261 Memorial, paid
parking, picnic areas, public restrooms, sand volleyball courts, and a restaurant.
Moranda Park – an eight-acre facility devoted to active and structured activities. Facilities
include two full basketball courts, two softball fields (one lighted), six tennis courts, two Pickle
Ball Courts, children’s play equipment, a multi-purpose building, and public restrooms.
Wene’mu Park – a mini park with turf/landscaping, seating, and a small walking path.

In 2003, the City prepared a Parks, Recreation and Community Services Master Plan that included an
assessment of local park needs. The City is currently in the process of updating this Master Plan,
parallel to this General Plan update. The Master Plan will be incorporated into the General Plan and
will guide future recreational investments and decisions. Since the last Master Plan in 2003, the City
created Wene’mu mini park. During May and June 2020, the City distributed an online public survey,
“maptionaire”, to get community feedback on the needs and priorities as it relates to parks,
recreation, and community services.
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Figure 5-1

Port Hueneme Parks
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5.2

Bicycle and Non-Motorized Paths

Port Hueneme has nearly 12 miles of walk and bike pathways designed to promote public health
and encourage community building (Port Hueneme n.d. Walking & Biking Trails).
Figure 5-2 shows the locations of these walk and bike paths and their connection to the region.
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has classified three types of bikeways, which
are defined in Chapter 3 Circulation and Mobility. Existing bikeways in Port Hueneme are classified
as Class I and Class II bike lanes and total 3.8 miles in length1.
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Table 5-1 describes the location and length of these bike lanes.
Class I: Class I paths are paved right-of-way for exclusive use by bicyclists, pedestrians and those
using non-motorized modes of travel. Class I paths are physically separated from vehicular
traffic and can be constructed in roadway right-of-way or exclusive right-of-way.
Class II: These are defined by pavement striping and signage used to allocate a portion of a
roadway for exclusive or preferential bicycle travel. Class II bike lanes are one-way facilities on
either side of a roadway. Motor vehicles are only permitted to use the bike lane to make turns
and to park when on-street parking is not prohibited.
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Figure 5-2
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Port Hueneme Bike Lanes
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Table 5-1

Port Hueneme Bikeways

Street

From

To

Length

Bard Road

“J” Street

Ventura Road

0.5 miles

Bubbling Springs
Recreation Corridor

Bard Road

Surfside Drive

2 miles

Channel Islands

Victoria Ave

Ventura Road

1.6 miles

Patterson

Channel Islands
Boulevard

35th Avenue

1.25 miles

Surfside Drive

Port Hueneme
Road

Wharf Plaza

0.9 miles

Ventura Road

Surfside Drive

Channel Islands
Boulevard

2.5 miles

Victoria Avenue
(northbound)

Channel Islands
Boulevard

Hemlock Street

0.4 miles

Ocean Front

Wharf Plaza

Lighthouse Trail

0.5 miles

Source: Port Hueneme n.d. City Parks

5.3

Biological Resources

Port Hueneme is almost completely urbanized and surrounded by Oxnard and the Pacific Ocean.
The urban landscape includes non-native species of plants, small rodents, and birds that have
adapted to the urban environment. The frequent disruptions caused by urban activities and
cultivation of plant life make these plant communities less than ideal habitats for native flora and
fauna. As a result, the undeveloped coastal area in the southeastern portion of the City remains Port
Hueneme’s primary biological habitat. However, this area still contains many invasive species and is
further disturbed by activities occurring at the beach and by displaced vagrants that have been
found reside in the area.

Habitats
Port Hueneme is mostly urbanized with natural habitat found on the coast and some vegetation
along Bubbly Springs Creek. Beach vegetation includes landscaped areas such as grassy areas, palm
trees, and other vegetation that can tolerate coastal conditions (e.g. dry, infertile, windy, direct
sunlight, and high exposure to sea salt). The sandy shoreline in the southeastern portion of the
beach area contains some coastal dunes that abut the landscaped vegetation areas and parking lots.
The largest amount of coastal dune area is near parking lot C, at the terminus of Ocean View Drive,
which is adjacent and connected to Ormond Beach in Oxnard. Much of the dunes include invasive
species, are subject to natural coastal erosion, and are often impacted by beach activities and by
displaced vagrants that are found in this area and Ormond Beach.
Bubbling Springs Creek, while not a natural habitat, provides biological habitat for many plants and
animals. The creek, initially designed as a flood control channel, has undergone improvements to
become part of the City’s recreation corridor. A number of native and introduced plant species have
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been established in and along the creek. Animal life along the creek includes water birds, which
utilize the area for resting and feeding. The creek is also designated as a riverine (which is defined as
a river or stream channel) by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory (USFWS,
2020). The creek flows into a manmade waterway channel that is associated with Oxnard’s
wastewater facility at Ormond Beach.

Sensitive, Rare, and Endangered Species
The sandy shoreline of Port Hueneme’s beach contains U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services designated
critical habitat for the Federally Threatened and a State Species of Special Concern Western Snowy
Plover. This critical habitat designation extends from the Port through Port Hueneme’s beach and
Ormond Beach southeast to the Naval Base Ventura County Point Mugu. The sandy shoreline and
coastal dunes provide habitat that is conducive to nesting for the Western Snowy Plover.
The California Least Tern is also commonly found in the same areas as Western Snowy Plovers and is
classified as both Federally and State Endangered. No critical habitat has been designated for the
California Least Tern, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is in the legal process of changing its
classification from Endangered to Threatened because the species' population has increased from
600 in 1973 to roughly 7,100 pairs in 2005 (US Fish and Wildlife Service n.d.).
Various water birds such as Egrets, Herons, and Bitterns also have potential to build nests within
palm trees at the beach. These nests, or “rookeries,” are considered sensitive and protected by the
California Fish and Game Code.

5.4

Coastal Resources

Much of Port Hueneme is located in the Coastal Zone. The Pacific Ocean and the adjoining beach,
known as the Hueneme Beach Park, are two of the most notable and important natural and
recreational resources for Port Hueneme. The beach provides a variety of passive and active public
recreation opportunities for the public. The existing goals in general plan, specifically the Local
Coastal Program (LCP), express the need for protection and preservation of the shoreline, protection
of public views, and improvement of public access. The LCP also recognizes ocean vistas and
shoreline access points as valuable resources in Port Hueneme (Port Hueneme 1998). Ocean vistas
in Port Hueneme include views along Surfside and Ocean View Drives. Refer to Chapter 13 Local
Coastal Program for discussion on the policies and procedures governing the use and development
of land within the Coastal Zone.

5.5

Water Conservation and Coordination

This section addresses the issues of water conservation for current and future needs. Additional
discussion of water supply is included in Chapter 9, Public Services and Facilities. An important
aspect of this section is the coordination and cooperation between the City, the Port Hueneme
Water Agency (PHWA), and other agencies responsible for supplying water to the area.

Regulatory Context
2015 Port Hueneme Agency Urban Water Management Plan (PHWA UWMP)
As the primary water wholesale agency for Port Hueneme, PHWA’s goal is to manage its water
resources to meet future demands while maintaining independence during periods of water
shortages. The agency adopted the 2015 UWMP in August of 2016. This plan is a long-term, general
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planning document that acts as a management tool for the PHWA service area. The PHWA uses this
plan to pursue feasible and cost-effective options and opportunities to meet demands. Based on
conservative water supply and demand assumptions over the next 25 years, in combination with
conservation of non-essential demand during certain dry years, the plan successfully achieves
PHWA’s goal to meet future demands and maintain independence during periods of water shortage
(PHWA 2015).
2015 City of Port Hueneme Urban Water Management Plan (PHUWMP)
As a retail water agency, the City has coordinated water supply and demand projections with its
wholesale water suppliers, including the PHWA. The City’s stated goal is the same as its wholesaler,
PHWA, “to manage water resources to meet future water demands while maintaining independence
during periods of water shortage.”
The City adopted its 2015 Urban Water Management Plan in August 2016 in compliance with the
California Urban Water Management Planning Act. As discussed in Chapter 9 Public Services and
Facilities, the City has sufficient supply to meet water demand during normal year, single dry-year
conditions, and through the second dry-year during multiple dry-year conditions.
California Regional Water Quality Control Board Water Quality Control Plan
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) implements federal and state laws
established to assure planning, implementation, management, and enforcement activities take
place to maintain and improve water quality. The Los Angeles Region (Region 4) of the RWQCB
adopted a regional Water Quality Control Plan to provide definitive guidelines and give direction to
RWQCB activities to optimize the beneficial use of state waters by preserving and protecting the
quality of these waters.

Water Supply and Demand
In July 1994, the PHWA was formed to better manage sub-regional urban water supplies for the City
of Port Hueneme and the two neighboring Naval bases: United States Naval Construction Battalion
Center (USNCBC) and the United States Naval Air Weapons Station (USNAWS). Since then, the
USNCBC and the USNAWS have been combined to form the Naval Base Ventura County (NBVC) and
are served by PHWA. The PHWA is a conjunctive use water supply entity, which provides a means to
reduce historical sea water intrusion along the coast, enhances fire protection, improves water
quality, encourages wastewater reclamation, and complies with the county-wide water extraction
reduction schedule (Port Hueneme n.d. PHWA).
The water supply for the PHWA treatment plant comes from the United Water Conservation District
(UWCD) and Calleguas Municipal Water District (CMWD). UWCD water comes from groundwater in
the El Rio area of Ventura County. The PHWA and CMWD arranged the exchange and transfer of
State Water Project (SWP) supplies on a long-term basis and securing its use in the future. The
imported SWP supplies through Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) and
CMWD help to ensure long-term reliability of quantity and quality for PHWA customers. See Chapter
9 Public Services and Facilities.
PHWA has established diverse approaches to meet conservative estimates of future water demands
through facility improvements, securing deliveries of local groundwater via long term agreement
with UWCD, securing deliveries of imported water through long term agreement with CMWD,
considering recycled water, and supporting demand management measures. Projected water
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demand is shown in Tables 9-1, 9-2, and 9-3 within Chapter 9 Public Services and Facilities. Based on
conservative supply and demand assumptions provided in its 2015 Urban Water Management Plan
(UWMP), PHWA will be able to meet future demand while maintaining independence during periods
of water shortage. More discussion on water supply and demand can be found in Chapter 9 Public
Services and Facilities.
The UWMP emphasizes that water conservation is essential as both a short-term and long-term
resource management strategy; especially continuing efforts to reduce per capita consumption due
to increasing demands on water supplies. To meet state requirements for water conservation and
local resource protection during drought years, in 2010, the City adopted a Water Conservation
Ordinance (Ordinance No, 698) that calls for four stages of water supply shortage (Permanent Water
Conservation Requirements, Level 1, Level 2,and Level 3 Water Supply shortage). Each level of
Water Supply Shortage involves more restrictions on water use.
The City Council has implemented the Level 1 Water Supply Shortage restrictions, which limits the
watering of lawns to one day a week from November to March and three days a week the rest of
the year. Also, Level 1 requires that water leaks, breaks, or malfunctions must be repaired with 72
hours after notification by the City (Port Hueneme n.d. City of Port Hueneme Ordinance No. 698).

Water Quality Projection
One area of recent concern in Port Hueneme has been the impact of drought on water quality.
During the most recent drought (2015), the City Water Superintendent provided residents with the
following information regarding expected changed in water quality during the drought:
One effect of the lack of local groundwater demand due to drought is the need for deeper
groundwater wells to provide sufficient water to meet demand. These deeper wells contain
constituents which may contain additional dissolved solids making the water slightly cloudy and
affecting its smell and taste. While safe for all uses, including drinking, this water could make
cleaning dishes and clothes more difficult (Port Hueneme n.d. City of Port Hueneme Drought
Information 2015.

5.6

Archaeological and Historic Resources

Cultural traditions and artifacts are the most important links between the past, present, and future.
They are the elements that bind communities together and are the common ground that provide
community cohesiveness and historic and cultural perspective. A record of Port Hueneme’s history
helps to preserve cultural heritage and provides a basis for planning present day cultural activities
and traditions. While no paleontological or archaeological resources are known to exist in Port
Hueneme (Ventura County 2016), historic landmarks and points of interest are present (NPS 2020).
Three sites in Port Hueneme are listed on the 2020 National Register of Historic Places:
Anacapa Island Archaeological District, Berylwood, and the Women’s Improvement
Club of Hueneme. Additionally, Ventura County recognizes two points of interest2 and 13
historical landmarks3 as listed in Port Hueneme (Table 5-2) and shown in

2

A point of interest is defined as a site of a historical event, the site of a historical resource or structure that no longer exists, or a natural
feature or area having historical significance (Ventura County 2016).
3 A landmark is described as a structure, natural feature, site or area having historical archeological, cultural, or aesthetic significance
(Ventura County 2016).
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Figure 5-3. The current General Plan includes five policies for maintaining and enhancing Port
Hueneme’s historically significant sites:
▪

Policy 10-1: Identify, designate, and protect facilities of historical significance

▪

Policy 10-2: Retain and protect significant areas of historical value for education and scientific
purposes

▪

Policy 10-3: Development adjacent to a place or structure found to be of historic significance
should be designed so that the use and architectural design will protect the visual setting of the
historical site

▪

Policy 10-4: Support the Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board in identifying and preserving
Ventura County’s heritage

▪

Policy 10-5: Require mitigation measures to protect archaeological or paleontological resources
in the event that new resources are discovered.

Table 5-2

Historic Landmarks and Points of Interest

Name

Designation (plaque number/identifier)

Anacapa Island Archeological District

National Register of Historic Places (N819)

Berylwood

National Register of Historic Places (N519)

Women’s Improvement Club of Hueneme

National Register of Historic Places (N1613) &
Historical Landmark (9)

Oxnard Pest Control Insectary Site

Point of Interest (3)

Hueneme Grammar School Original Site

Point of Interest (5)

Bard Memorial (Thomas R. and Mary)

Historical Landmark (20)

Hueneme Wharf, Original Site

Historical Landmark (24)

Thomas R. Bard Mansion

Historical Landmark (31)

Hueneme Bank Building

Historical Landmark (32)

Hueneme Slough Site

Historical Landmark (37)

Lightworks in the Hueneme Lighthouse

Historical Landmark (57)

Gerberding/Moranda House

Historical Landmark (86)

Farrell House

Historical Landmark (87)

Richard Bard House

Historical Landmark (88)

Wiltfong House

Historical Landmark (98)

Hueneme Elementary School

Historical Landmark (115)

Bard/Prescott House

Historical Landmark (153)

Source: NPS 2020 & Ventura County 2016
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Figure 5-3 Historic Landmarks
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5.7

Tribal Cultural Resources

Hueneme is derived from a Chumash Indian word (Wynema) meaning “half-way” or “resting place.”
It is believed that central California’s original inhabitants - the Canalinos Indians, part of the
Chumash nation - used this coastal area as a resting place as well as from which they departed on
fishing expeditions. The point at Hueneme is the closest spot (11 miles) from which to cross the
Santa Barbara channel between the mainland and Anacapa Island, a prime Chumash fishing area
(Port of Hueneme n.d.)
To provide California Native American tribes an opportunity to protect tribal cultural places and
resources, State legislators passed SB 18 in 2004 and AB 52 in 2014. These bills help facilitate the
involvement of local tribes in land use decisions at early planning stages. Enacted through SB 18,
state law requires local governments to consult with tribes prior to making certain planning
decisions and provide notice to tribes at certain key points in the planning process. These
consultation and notice requirements apply to adoption and amendment of both general plans and
specific plans, as well as when designating open space in the general plan in order to establish
meaningful consultation with Native Americans and local governments at the earliest possible point
in the land use planning process. The law applies to federally and non-federally recognized state
tribes and cultural places on both public and private lands.
SB 18 also adds California Native American tribes to the list of organizations that can acquire and
hold conservation easements, on terms mutually satisfactory to the tribe and the landowner, for the
purpose of protecting their cultural places. AB 52 establishes a new class of resources (tribal cultural
resources) under CEQA. Lead agencies undertaking CEQA review must, upon request of a California
Native American tribe, begin consultation prior to the release of a negative declaration, mitigated
negative declaration or environmental impact report for a project. The purpose of involving tribes at
these early planning stages is to allow consideration of potential impacts to tribal cultural resources
at the project level, and to facilitate discussion of potential avoidance or mitigation measures.
Additionally, CEQA requires the monitoring and mitigation of Native American resources and
artifacts during construction of new development. Historical Native American artifacts have been
found throughout the City during project construction. To ensure protection of these historical
resources, project development must comply with CEQA standards, which includes consultation
with local tribes and implementing mitigation measures to reduce potential significant impacts.

5.8

Issues and Opportunities

The following list identifies issues and opportunities related to conservation and open space that
can be addressed in the General Plan update:
▪

The General Plan update should include policies to facilitate tribal consultation, in accordance
with the new requirements of SB 18 and AB 52, through thoughtful and respectful engagement
of local tribes.

▪

The Hueneme Parks & Recreation Master Plan is currently being updated to address the
community's high level of interest in recreational opportunities. It will be important to ensure
consistency between the parks and recreation goals and policies developed in the Parks &
Recreation Master Plan update and the General Plan update. The following specific issues and
opportunities have been brought up by stakeholders and will be addressed through the Master
Plan Update and/or the General Plan Update:
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o
o
o
o

the need to upgrade recreation facilities such as increased lighting, safety enforcement,
and quality of amenities like tennis courts and picnic tables;
evaluating the current use of facilities (i.e., looking at potentially converting some tennis
courts to soccer fields);
provision of more recreational amenities at the beach such as barbeque pits and
volleyball nets; and,
the desire for a skate park as a needed additional recreational amenity for the City’s
youth.

▪

The City lacks a Master Plan for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and information about existing
facilities is not readily available. The General Plan update could involve directing an assessment
of the existing conditions of pedestrian and bicycle facilities and determination of priorities for
future improvements. As a component of this, a complete streets policy could be adopted to
promote mixed-uUse, healthy communities, physical activity and access to alternative
transportation (Repeated in Chapter 3 Circulation and Mobility).

▪

Due to the additional recreational needs in the City, expressed by stakeholders, and specifically
in the coastal region, the General Plan update should include policies that balance the increase
of recreational opportunities at the beach while also protecting the natural biological and
coastal resources based on the Coastal Act. See Section 13 Local Coastal Program for more
information regarding coastal resources.
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