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CITY OF PORT HUENEME HIRES NEW CITY MANAGER 
 

City of Port Hueneme, 250 N. Ventura Road, CA 94041, November 22, 2016 

At the City Council meeting on Monday, November 21, 2016 the Council approved a three 

year contract with Rod Butler to assume the position of City Manager. The decision was 

made after an extensive recruitment process and thorough review of several of the final 

candidates. Mr. Butler replaces Cynthia Haas who retired last December. The position 

was filled by two interim City Managers while the recruitment process was completed. 

Mr. Butler comes to the City of Port Hueneme with seven years of previous City Manager 

experience including the cities of Upland, Patterson and Crescent City. He also has six 

years in management capacities in Pomona, Ontario and the County of San Bernardino. 

His educational background includes degrees from UC Riverside (Bachelors) and Long 

Beach State (Master of Public Administration). 

The road ahead for Mr. Butler in Port Hueneme is going to be a challenging one. He will 

be working with a reorganized City Council following the election of the 8th of November 

– a Council that is facing some severe financial circumstances. These issues have had 

an impact on employee retention particularly at the executive management level. He will 

have the opportunity to hire a Police Chief, Finance Director and Public Works Director.  

In responding to the Council’s decision to retain him as City Manager Mr. Butler stated “I 

really appreciate the City Council's confidence in me, and I look forward to getting to work 

in Port Hueneme very soon. I have already started my search for a new home in Port 

Hueneme, and I am excited about both working and living in the community.” 
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Mayor Pro Tem Jon Sharkey commented on the appointment saying “I welcome Rod 

Butler to Port Hueneme and look forward to working with him on the many issues facing 

our city.  Having a permanent city manager is an essential first step in rebuilding our city 

organization. I was impressed with the quality of all the candidates who applied. That Mr. 

Butler was able to rise to the top says a lot about his outstanding abilities.” 

Council Member Tom Figg said in response to the hiring of Mr. Butler, “I’m thrilled that 

Rod will soon be joining us.  The City is at critical crossroads and Rod brings the right 

combination of knowhow, temperament and leadership to address the many challenges 

we face.” 

"Rod Butler emerged from a great group of candidates and I'm delighted to have him 

appointed as our next City Manager. I'm looking forward to working together on critical 

issues that matter to our city," said Council Member Sylvia Schnopp.  

“We are looking forward to your serving as our next City Manager. Welcome aboard,” as 

Council Member Jim Hensley echoed other Council Members. 

Mr. Butler’s first day on the job will be December 5th. 

For information please contact the Administration Department at (805) 986-6501  or email  

Cityhall@CityofPortHueneme.org. 

  


